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President’s Message
2018 was another outstanding year for the Kansas Chapter of the American Planning Association!  
As you read in our 2018 Annual Report, the Executive Committee has been working hard to serve 
the planners in Kansas.  The most significant activity by the Chapter Executive Committee was the 
development of a Chapter Mission Statement and a 5-year Chapter Work Plan(Attached, pg 10).
  
The Chapter Executive Committee adopted the following Chapter is:

The mission of the Kansas Chapter of the American Planning Association is to communicate, 
educate, advocate, and celebrate our members, communities, and profession. 

The Chapter Work Plan is a living document (included in this report) that provides a road map of where 
the Chapter will be heading.  The objectives of the work plan are:

Communicate
 Provide Effective, accessible, and equitable communication through multiple channels. 

Educate 
Advance and provide educational opportunities to Chapter members and those in our communities 
outside of the organization.

Advocate
 for quality planning that is inclusive and transparent to demonstrate the value of the profession.

Celebrate 
the successes of our communities, our profession, and our members.  

Signification highlights from the work plan are to create a legislative presence at the state and federal 
levels for the Chapter, Develop a Great Places in Kansas award,  cultivating new members and 
partnerships across the state, supporting our members through Chapter conferences and address 
some “housekeeping” items in the Chapter by-laws and membership dues.  These items will be 
discussed more in the “Looking ahead to 2019” section of this report.

On behalf of the Chapter Executive Committee, we thank you for the opportunity to serve you and for 
the work that you do for your community.  If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to 
contact me or any other member of the Executive Committee.

Chad Bunger, AICP, CFM



2

2018 Annual Report | APA Kansas

FAICP Nominations
The College of Fellows of AICP recognizes AICP members who have made significant contributions to 
the field of planning in professional practice, teaching and mentoring, research, public and community 
service, and leadership.  FAICP nominations occur every two years, with 2019 being a nomination year.  

Qualifications:

■ Member of AICP for at least 15 years (at time of nomination deadline, October 10, 2019). 
■ Member of AICP in good standing (dues paid, CM requirements up to date, and no ethical violations). 
■ Outstanding contribution to the profession over an extended period of time.

The Chapter will be generating a list of qualifying planners to nominate later this Spring, if you know 
of a Kansas planner that meets the qualifications and is worthy of this distinguished honor, please 
contact one the Executive Committee members.

Spring Symposium
The 2018 Spring Symposium, "Re*Imagine, 
Re*Invest, Re*Vitalize", was held in the award-
winning Downtown Main Street of Emporia, 
Kansas. 

Over 50 KS APA members and students had the 
opportunity to take a walking tour of Emporia's 
nationally renowned downtown, visiting examples 
of innovative infill development and adaptive 
reuse. Sites included schools converted to 
hotels, senior housing, and shared workspaces; 
downtown storefronts now home to breweries 
and wineries; and infill housing developments. 
Staff from the Emporia Main Street Program and 
City shared the tools, funding opportunities, and 
partnerships they have utilized to transform their 
downtown into a vibrant destination in the heart 
of their city. 
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Bi-State
The 2018 Bi-State APA Conference was held October 24-26th, 2018 at The InterContinental Hotel in 
Kansas City, Missouri. The conference hosted more than 360 planners, professionals, and students 
from around the country, where attendees learned more about planning, networked and celebrated 
accomplishments across Kansas and Missouri. 

The theme of the conference was KC2 which highlighted the great projects, initiative, and partnerships 
across the Kansas City metropolitan region and both states of Kansas and Missouri. More than 55 
sessions and seven mobile workshops were hosted, which provided opportunities for CM credits. 

Peter Kageyama, a Senior Fellow with the Alliance for Innovation, was the Keynote speaker for the 
Thursday morning breakfast and spoke about grassroots community engagement and change. Later 
that day, the APA Missouri and APA Kansas chapters presented their annual awards at the Thursday 
luncheon; and that evening planner networked and socialized at the Rooftop Ballroom reception. A

A big thanks to the Conference Planning Committee: Martin Rivarola (Co-Chair), Stephen Lachky 
(Co-Chair), Caitlin Campbell, Megan Clark, Corey Fischer, Brendan Griesemer, Bonnie Johnson, Lisa 
Koch, Angie Laurie, Tyler Means, Gina Murphy, Erin Ollig, Drew Pearson, Jim Potter, Jason Ray, Lauren 
Reiman, Micah Starr, and Deanne Winkelmann. Remember to “Save The Date” of October 9-12th, 2019 
for the 2019 APA Quad-State Conference in Tulsa, Oklahoma. We hope to see you there!
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Chapter Awards
The Kansas Chapter gave one Chapter award at the 2018 Bi-State Conference.  It was the New 
Horizon, which honors a group of students who have done work illustrating excellence in planning with 
attention to comprehensive planning principles and the planning process.  

The 2018 New Horizon (Group) award went to the students in UBPL 710:  Introduction to Housing 
Policy, Fall Semester 2017 at the University of Kansas for their work on Lee’s Summit Affordable 
Housing Needs Assessment.  The study for Lee’s Summit makes use of time series data from the 
American Community Survey to identify the mismatches between the demand for and the supply 
of rental and owner-occupied housing.  To analyze the matchup between supply and demand, the 
report uses market segmentation theory which allows separate analysis of the many individual 
submarkets serving different income groups.  The project advances the field of planning by preparing 
students to use cutting edge theory and methods of analysis to address real-world problems that 
confront planners.  Executive Director of the Lee’s Summit Housing Authority Darrin Taylor stated, 
“Our community leaders have found the information relevant and it has been helpful to guide our 
decisions.”  The City Manager of Lee’s Summit Steve Arbo stated, “The report is equivalent in quality to 
professionally-commissioned reports.”

Financials 
Your Chapter membership dues continue to fund a number of activities conducted by the Executive 
Committee for you, the member.  Significant items that receive financial support from the Chapter in 
2018 are:

 • President Travel & Registration
 • PDO Travel & Registration
 • Kansas City Section Rebate
 • CM Registration Fees
 • Kansas Planning Conference
 • Spring Symposium
 • Planning Student Association Support

At the beginning of 2018, the Chapter’s account balance was $42,708.08.  The 2018 year-end balance 
was $51752.58.  $2,756.49 of the year-end balance are funds from the Planners for Health grant 
received in 2017.  

At the Annual Meeting held at the 2018 Bi-State Conference, the Chapter Membership approved the 
2019 Operating Budget of $38,000.  The approved budget is attached and found on pg 9.  
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Membership
The Chapter Membership has remained relatively 
constant for several years at around 400 members.  
As part of the 5-year strategic plan, the Executive 
Committee plans to develop ways to expand the 
membership to strengthen our Chapter.  

One way that this has occurred has been through 
student memberships.  In 2017-2018, APA offered any 
student in a college or university a free membership 
to APA and the Chapter that the school is located in 
to encourage a wide variety of aspiring professionals 
an opportunity to participate in Chapter and National 
information and activities.  This new offering has 
increased the student membership to nearly 150 
members – It has been outstanding to have these 
young, aspiring professionals be a part of our 
Chapter!

Report from PDO Session at the 2018 National Planning Conference
Bonnie Johnson, the Kansas Chapter’s Professional Development Officer (PDO) attended the annual 
PDO meeting at the 2018 National Planning Conference.  At the meeting of PDOs from around the 
country were briefed on the status of the new AICP Candidate Pilot Program and we shared tips on 
helping people prepare for the AICP exam. Bonnie has provided these tips and put together a link to 
resources for KS Chapter members prepping for the exam. Just contact her for the link and any other 
assistance.

AICP Candidate Pilot Program
In November 2017, AICP started piloting an alternative route to AICP certification.  This program 
encourages graduates of Planning Accreditation Board (PAB) Accredited Planning programs like KSU 
and KU’s graduate planning programs to take the exam after graduation, commit to the code of ethics, 
start earning CM credits AND then, when they get their years of experience, write their application 
describing their experience and, if approved, gain their AICP status. For year one, 1,050 members 
joined the program: 700 were graduates ready to take the exam, 137 passed the May 2018 AICP 
Certification Exam, and 20 successfully applied for AICP in June 2018. The pass rate so far is 63%, 
which is similar to past pass rates of 65% under the regular application system.

The traditional format is still in place and has not changed for others who are not recent graduates or 
who do not have degrees from accredited schools or do not have degrees.

Here are more details about the candidate program: https://www.planning.org/aicp/candidate/
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Thinking of taking the AICP Exam? – Feel free to contact me, I can help! 
If you have questions about applying for the AICP exam, taking the exam, or getting your CM credits, 
let me know.  Email: bojojohn@ku.edu or 785-864-7147. Bonnie Johnson, Ph.D., AICP, Associate 
Professor, University of Kansas, Department of Urban Planning, 1460 Jayhawk Blvd, Room 207, Snow 
Hall, Lawrence, KS 66045-7626.

The Kansas Chapter is a certification maintenance (CM) provider for the state.  This means that our 
PDO, Bonnie Johnson, can CM credits to AICP for approval.  The Chapter is always looking for ways to 
assist other partner organizations and universities in provided CM credits for your event or workshop, 
which benefits our members.  If you have an upcoming event that would meet the requirements for CM 
credits and be valuable to our members, please contact Bonnie Johnson.

• 2018 Kansas APA Spring Symposium – “Reimagine, Reinvest, Revitalize,” Emporia, KS – 5 CM credits

•2018 Bi-State Planning Conference – “Planning for Tomorrow,” KC, MO – 65 CM credits

The 2018 Bi-State Planning Conference offered over 60 hours of CM credits including Ethics and Law 
sessions. Thank you to the Missouri Chapter PDO, Brendan Griesemer, AICP, and Bonnie Johnson, 
Kansas Chapter PDO for sharing in the work of entering all those CM Credits into the AICP system! 
Thank you also to the Programming Committee for putting all those sessions together, particularly 
thank you to Lisa Koch, AICP and Martin Rivarola, AICP for coordinating!

2018 CM Credit Highlights

Congratulations to New AICP Planners and AICP Candidates in 2018
Timothy Johnson, AICP
Jessica Schuller, AICP
Amy Allison, AICP
Carol Davidson, AICP
Tresa Carter (AICP Candidate)
Kyle Kobe (AICP Candidate)

Student Support
APA-KS continues to support the students at Kansas’ two accredited planning schools (Kansas State 
University and University of Kansas).  Scholarships are annual made available to students help offset 
the cost to attend the National Planning Conference – in return, students provide an article for the 
Chapter newsletter on their experiences at the conference.

The Chapter also budgets $250 for each school to support the student planning organizations at each 
school.  These funds are earmarked to provide support for on-campus programs, events or further help 
defray the cost of attending conferences for the students.
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Looking ahead...
 The Chapter of important and exciting things in the works for 2019.  Here are the highlights.

Quad-State Planning Conference in Tulsa, OK, October 9 – 12

| 

   

resiliency & mobility
manhattan, kansas

march 28 & 29

20192019
spring symposium

thursday        friday

Location | Bluemont Hotel
1212 Bluemont Ave

 MHK 66502
785.473.7091

Registration  
APA members : $100
Non-members: $125

Students: $25

Over 11 CM  Credits available
 + AICP Exam Prep 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE!
more details to come...

*Mention the Kansas APA Chapter Symposium for best room rate

*

APA Members

Spring Symposium in Manhattan, KS, March 28 – 29
Because Kansas Is participating in the Quad-State Planning Conference the fall, the Chapter Executive 
Committee decided it would be best to offer an expanded Spring Symposium to give the maximum 
opportunity to learn in 2019.  The Spring Symposium will be at the Bluemont Hotel in Manhattan 
Kansas and over 10 CM credits within two tracts – Resiliency and Mobility.  The conference will take 
advantage of being next to Kansas State University and the heart of Manhattan to explore these two 
important topics.

The Oklahoma Chapter and planners across Oklahoma will welcome members for Kansas, Missouri, 
and Arkansas to the Quad-State Planning Conference in Tulsa Oklahoma.  This regional conference 
will offer a wonderful opportunity to learn from and meet new planners from across the 4-state region.  
This will be a don’t miss conference!
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Legislative Presence
Recent years in the state and federal governments (and a few local communities) has shown that 
being in the know and even involved in the legislative process is important to our communities 
and profession.  Because of this, the Chapter is developing a legislative committee and ultimately 
a legislative platform that represents our profession and community values.  If you are interested in 
helping with this effort, please contact an Executive Committee member.

Chapter Housekeeping Items
Although not really exciting, the Chapter Executive Committee will undertake a full review our the 
Chapter’s bylaws to update them as needed.  The Executive Committee will also be reviewing our 
membership dues structure.  A few years ago, the national organization required that Chapters adopt a 
dues structure that is similar to the APA, a fee based on a percentage of a planner’s annual salary.  The 
Chapter has been hesitant to make the change, but it is a requirement, so the Executive Committee 
will be looking on what is the most appropriate percentage for the financial security of the Chapter and 
the pocketbooks of planners, as well as when and how to implement the change.  More to come!
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Appendices

Revenues 2018 Budget 2018 Actual 
(YTD) 2019 Budget Expenditures 2018 Budget 2018 Actual 

(YTD) 2019 Budget

Executive Committee $0.00 $0.00 $5,040.00 $4,716.55 $6,000.00
Executive Committee meetings/materials $250.00 $171.52 $250.00
President travel/registrations $4,000.00 $3,840.03 $5,000.00
Other officer travel/registrations $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
KC Section Rebate $790.00 $705.00 $750.00
Bank Charges $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Postage/Shipping/Office Supplies $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Professional Development $250.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,354.00 $2,648.39 $4,254.00
AICP Exam Prep CD $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 PDO travel/registration $2,000.00 $1,814.39 $3,000.00
AICP Exam Prep Workshop $250.00 $0.00 $0.00 AICP Exam Prep $100.00 $0.00 $0.00
AICP Exam Prep CD Shipping $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 CM Registration Fees $1,254.00 $834.00 $1,254.00

Postage & Shipping $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Programming $10,300.00 $1,786.51 $29,500.00 $8,850.00 $6,037.63 $26,100.00

Conference Registration $7,000.00 $0.00 $7,000.00 Quad State Planning Conference $5,800.00 $5,107.04 $5,800.00
Conference Sponsorships $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 Conference space / food costs $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Spring Symposium $1,800.00 $1,565.36 $15,000.00 Keynote speakers $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Planning Commissioner Training $1,500.00 $0.00 $1,500.00 Mobile Workshop $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Spring Symposium Sponsorships $0.00 $221.15 $6,000.00 Special events/entertainment $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Programs/namebadges $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Chapter Awards $300.00 $0.00 $300.00
Miscellaneous $500.00 $107.04 $500.00
Registration Refunds $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Spring Symposium $1,550.00 $930.59 $18,800.00
Conference space / food costs $1,000.00 $922.76 $15,000.00
Keynote speakers $0.00 $0.00 $1,000.00
Mobile Workshop $0.00 $0.00 $1,000.00
Special events/entertainment $0.00 $0.00 $500.00
Programs/namebadges $0.00 $0.00 $500.00
Student Transportation $400.00 $0.00 $400.00
Miscellaneous $150.00 $7.83 $150.00
Registration Refunds $250.00 $250.00

Planning Commissioner Training $1,500.00 $0.00 $1,500.00

Membership / Outreach $9,400.00 $7,666.95 $8,000.00 Student Support $1,600.00 $0.00 $1,600.00
Chapter dues rebate $9,400.00 $7,666.95 $8,000.00 Student Reimbursement for NPC $1,000.00 $0.00 $1,000.00

K-State $250.00 $0.00 $250.00
KU $250.00 $0.00 $250.00
Membership/Outreach Miscellaneous $100.00 $0.00 $100.00

Dues include total minus APA national assessments & charges

Communications $550.00 $0.00 $500.00 $150.00 $99.00 $0.00
Newsletter Advertisements $550.00 $0.00 $500.00 Communications Miscellaneous $150.00 $99.00 $0.00

Special Initiatives $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,798.01 $0.00

Cash Reserves $1,506.00 $46.00

Total Revenues $20,500.00 $9,453.46 $38,000.00 Total Expenditures $20,500.00 $17,299.58 $38,000.00

Actuals are through October 22
The APA-KS fiscal year is Jan 1 through Dec. 31.

APA - Kansas Fiscal Year Proposed 2019 Budget

2018 Financial Report 
referenced page 4
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2018//2019 Strategic Plan 
referenced page 1

At the May 17, 2018 Board Retreat, the board worked through a series 
of ideas and actions designed to help implement our mission statement 
and move the chapter forward in a direction that is beneficial to our 
members and the profession of planning within the State of Kansas. 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the Kansas Chapter of the American Planning 
Association is to communicate, educate, advocate, and celebrate our 

members, communities, and profession.  

 

 

Our 5 year strategic objectives are: 

Communicate 

Provide Effective, accessible, and equitable communication through 
multiple channels.  

Educate 

Advance and provide educational opportunities to Chapter members 
and those in our communities outside of the organization. 

Advocate 

Advocate for quality planning that is inclusive and transparent to 
demonstrate the value of the profession. 

Celebrate 

Celebrate the successes of our communities, our profession, and our 
members.   

 

 

 

 

 

2018/2019 

Strategic 
Plan 

 
Kansas Chapter       
of the  
American Planning 
Association 
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2018//2019 Strategic Plan 
referenced page 1

IMPLEMENTATION STEPS - 2018/2019 

Communicate 

Item Time 
Line 

Champion Cost/Income 

Draft a Comprehensive Communications Plan 
(Communications Chair) 6/2019 Erin Ollig  

Create and Nominate a Communication Chair 4/2019 Chad Bunger & 
Erin Ollig  

Develop Committee to do following  
• Newsletter Person 
• Social Media 
• Maintain Website (Get more 

information on new APA 
website) -based platform 

8/2019 Future Comm 
Chair  

Educate 

Student Outreach 
Continue Baseline: 

• University Stipend 
• Student Conference Fee Rate 

Ongoing Ex Comm  

Chapter will have a board member Speak 
within the first month of a semester as to 
create a contact point with new students at 
PAB schools 

8/2019 
Stephanie 
Peterson & 
Chad Bunger 

 

Ask (formally) what they PAB schools need and 
act on those requests work plan to work into 
future activities. 

8/2019 
Stephanie 
Peterson & 
Chad Bunger 

 

Spring Symposium  Stephanie 
Peterson  

Annual Conference  
(even years bi-state, odd years home state)  Bonnie 

Johnson, PDO  

Advocate 

Develop Taskforce to draft legislative platform  Lauren Driscoll 
Erik Pollom  
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Celebrate 

Actively pursue Great Places in America 
application to national 10/2019 Scott Knebel  

Using national and other models reach out to 
members who are FAICP eligible and 
encourage them to apply 

10/2019 Annie Driver  

Recognize new AICP/FAICP immediately after 
testing period and at the state conference. Ongoing Chad Bunger  

Announce annual chapter awards after the 
conference with press release, photos, 
Facebook, and sending information out to 
award winners.  

10/2019 Comms Chair  

Administrate 

Comprehensive review of bylaws 10/2019 Chad Bunger  

Revisit fee structure 10/2019 Josh White  
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2018//2019 Strategic Plan 
referenced page 1

IMPLEMENTATION STEPS – 2020 - 2023 

Communicate 

Item Time 
Line 

Champion Cost/Income 

Develop Committee to do following  
• Newsletter Person 
• Social Media 
• Maintain Website (Get more 

information on new APA 
website) -based platform 

Ongoing Future Comm 
Chair  

Educate 

Student Outreach 
Continue Baseline: 

• University Stipend 
• Student Conference Fee Rate 

Ongoing Ex Comm  

Chapter will have a board member Speak 
within the first month of a semester as to 
create a contact point with new students at 
PAB schools 

Ongoing 
Stephanie 
Peterson & 
Chad Bunger 

 

Ask (formally) what they PAB schools need and 
act on those requests work plan to work into 
future activities. 

Ongoing 
Stephanie 
Peterson & 
Chad Bunger 

 

Develop and deploy Youth Planning Education 
Toolbox 
 

1/2021 TBD  

Spring Symposium Annually Conference 
Chair  

Annual Conference  
(even years bi-state, odd years home state) Annually Conference 

Chair  

Advocate 

State Planners Day on the Hill  Annually Legislative Chair  

Legislative Taskforce discusses and updates 
legislative platform Annual Legislative Chair  
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Celebrate 

Actively pursue Great Places in America 
application to national Annually Scott Knebel  

Using national and other models reach out to 
members who are FAICP eligible and 
encourage them to apply 

Bi-
Annually Task Chair  

Recognize new AICP/FAICP immediately after 
testing period and at the state conference. Annually President/PDO  

Announce annual chapter awards after the 
conference with press release, photos, 
Facebook, and sending information out to 
award winners.  

Annually Comms Chair  

Administrate 

Comprehensive review of bylaws 1/2023 President  

Establish new member committee 6/2020 President  

Address chapter succession planning 6/2020 President  

 


